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BOOK REVIEWS 

The A, B, C of Evolution. By Joseph McCabe. 124 pages. G. P. 

Putnam's Sons, New York. Price, $1.50. 

The author has undertaken the very difficult task of presenting 
so vast a subject as Evolution briefly and simply so that it will be 
understood by the every-day man or woman. The book assumes no 
definite knowledge of science, very skillfully avoids the use of tech- 
nical terms, and is indeed what the writer calls it in his introduction, 
a "primer" on Evolution. The book begins with a description of the 
universe, tells vividly how the earth gradually took form and became 
able to support living matter. The first half of the book covers the 
evolution of life during the Archaean and Paleozoic eras. The origin 
of man and the development of the human family is touched upon all 
too briefly in the last three chapters. The book holds the interest of 
the reader but is at times disappointing in that statements must be 
very general in character and detailed explanations are omitted for 
lack of space or because of the limitations of the reader for whom it 
was intended. The work will prove a useful one in the libraries of 
schools for nurses. It is suitable for use as a text in a very brief 
course on evolution and, although too elementary to serve as a refer- 
ence book, it will prove very interesting supplementary reading in 
the study of Biology. 

Abbie Roberts, R.N., Rochester, N. Y. 

What to Do in Cases of Poisoning. By Wm. Murrell, M.D., F.R.C.P. 

Twelfth edition. Revised by P. Hamill, M.D., D.Sc, F.R.C.P. 

Published by Paul B. Hoeber, 67-69 59th Street, New York. 

Price, $1.25. 

This little book (it measures only 3*4 by 4% inches) opens with 
the sentence, "If sent for to a case of poisoning, go at once — the 
patient's life may depend on your prompt attendance," and although 
written for the physician, contains much that is of value to the nurse. 
The author is English and wrote primarily for English readers, hence 
the symptoms and treatment of poisoning by many proprietary and 
patent preparations with which American readers are unfamiliar are 
discussed. Some of the sub-headings are: The Classification of 
Poisons, Emetics, The Stomach Tube and Multiple Antidotes. Some 
fifty pages are devoted to discussions of chronic poisoning, as that 
from alcohol, chloral and other drugs, and such forms of industrial 
poisoning as those of brass and lead. It is quite literally a useful 
"pocket edition." 
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